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     Every year, Shark Week sneaks up on us. There they are on our 
televisions, these simply stunning creatures lurking in the ocean’s 
depths. No matter if it is a hammerhead, a bull shark, a tiger shark or a 
goblin shark, one thing is clear: this is a sea creature that commands 
respect. Seriously, would you want to be swimming nearby a shark? No, 
thank you!  
     There’s something more we can learn about sharks as we study them 
this week. For example, sharks are the top of the food chain, and swim 
around with absolute authority. Think of the speed, the strength – and 
those teeth!  
     But consider a moment where you stand: On this earth, we are 
children of the living God, and have been given authority to be all things 
through Christ who strengthens us. The Bible is filled with scriptures that 
have some teeth!  
     Like a shark, you just have to keep moving forward. The great white 
shark has to keep moving forward in the water – or it will die. That’s how 
it breathes, believe it or not, pushing water through its gills. And similarly, 
if we don’t keep moving forward, we too can die. We must keep pressing 
on, not stopping or giving up. We must keep pushing forward!  
     One final thing about the shark: have you ever noticed all those brave 
fish that like to hang around the shark? These are pilot fish, which follow 
the lead shark wherever it goes. They serve and help, as the shark 
breaks through the water and leads the way.  
     That’s just how it is – we need to take the lead! Like those pilot fish 
that seem to follow sharks around, you’ve got people in your wake. So 
lead a path and set the example to follow.  
     If the ocean is one big aquarium, you can be king of the Shark Tank!  
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     “Do not be afraid. I will set you free. I will send 
for you by name. You belong to me. You will 
pass through deep waters. But I will be with you. 
You will pass through the rivers. But their waters 
will not sweep over you. You will walk through 
fire. But you will not be burned. The flames will 
not harm you. I am the Lord your God. I am the 
Holy One of Israel. I am the one who saves you.”  

Isaiah 43:1-3 NIRV 
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1. You’re not whale _______. Sharks are the top of the food chain, and 
swim around with authority. No one messes with a shark! On this earth, we are 
children of the living God, and have been given authority to be all things through 
Christ who strengthens us.  
"I can do everything by the power of Christ. He gives me strength.” 
Philippians 4:13 NIRV 
A. TAILS                    B. POO               C. SHARKS  

2. Keep moving __________. The great white shark has to keep moving 
forward in the water – or it will die. That’s how it breathes, believe it or not, 
pushing water through its gills. And similarly, if we don’t keep moving forward, 
we too can die. We must keep pressing on, not stopping or giving up. We must 
keep pushing forward!  
“I move on toward the goal to win the prize. God has appointed me 
to win it. The heavenly prize is Christ Jesus himself.”  
Philippians 3:14 NIRV 
A. AROUND              B. BACK              C. FORWARD  

3. Take the _________. Like those pilot fish that seem to follow sharks 
around, you’ve got people in your wake. So lead a path and set the example to 
follow! 
“Do what is good. Set an example for them in everything. When 
you teach, be honest and serious.” Titus 2:7 NIRV  
A. LEAD                    B. FIN                   C. BAIT 
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Sharks are the top of the food chain, and swim around with absolute authority. Think of the 
speed, the strength – and those teeth! 

But this week we learned where we stand as Christians: On this earth, we are children of the 
living God, and have been given authority to be all things through Christ who strengthens us. 

The Bible is filled with scriptures that have some teeth! 

Show us how much of a shark you are - answer these questions below, 
and memorize this week’s verse!

- God said that you are the head, and not the tail!  But what does that really 
mean to you as a Christian?

- Write here below a verse from the Bible that has some teeth - one that has a 
promise just for you!  

Our memory verse for this week is: 
"The Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the 
commands of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, 
you will always be at the top, never at the bottom." Deuteronomy 28:13 NIV 

- You’re the top of the food chain!  Have a friend or parent write below some 
of those things about you that are just plain awesome!
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     His name was Dagon, and he was just a statue – and a weird one at 
that. He had a human head and arms, but a great big fish tail instead of 
legs. A long time ago, the Philistines created this statue because that 
was the image of their god. They had fallen for this fish tale for many 
years, but Dagon was about to fall himself when put in the presence of 
the one true God!  
     You see, the Philistines had captured the Ark of the Covenant from the 
Israelites. The Ark, of course, was the presence of God that was carried 
with the Israelites wherever they went. Now, it was in the Philistines’ 
hands, who left it in Dagon’s Temple right next to the fish god.  
     There’s only one God, and we can never have anything larger in our 
lives than the one true God, and these Philistines found that out the hard 
way. They marched into their temple the next day and something was 
fishy: Dagon had fallen over, flat on the ground before the Ark of the 
Covenant. You’d think the Philistines would have gotten the big picture 
then and there.  Every knee shall bow before God!  
     Yet they propped up their poor little fish god and put him back in place. 
What kind of god are you serving if you have to help him around? But 
once Dagon, the Mermaid Man, was put back into place, the same thing 
happened all over again: the statue fell over before the presence of God, 
this time breaking off Dagon’s head and hands.  
     The Philistines tried to send it elsewhere in their land, but curse after 
curse rained down upon them until one day they decided they’d had 
enough. They strapped the Ark to a cart with some cows and pushed it 
off away from their country. Funny, even the Philistines’ cows knew who 
the real God was. They took that Ark right back to the Israelites where it 
belonged.  
     It should have been clear to the Philistines who the real God was.   
In fact, anything else is just fishy.  
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     The Philistines had captured the ark of God. They took it from 
Ebenezer to Ashdod. They carried the ark into the temple of their 
god Dagon. They set it down beside the statue of Dagon.  
     The people of Ashdod got up early the next day. They saw the 
statue of Dagon. There it was, lying on the ground! It had fallen on 
its face in front of the ark of the Lord. So they picked the statue of 
Dagon up. They put it back in its place.  
     But the following morning when they got up, they saw the statue 
of Dagon. There it was, lying on the ground again! It had fallen on 
its face in front of the ark of the Lord. Its head and hands had been 
broken off. Only the body of the statue was left. Its head and hands 
were lying in the doorway of the temple. That's why to this very day 
no one steps on the bottom part of the doorway of Dagon's temple 
at Ashdod. Not even the priests of Dagon step there.  
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1. Have no other _______. Do you have anything else in your life that you 
put before reading the Bible or prayer, or going to church? Be careful that things 
don’t topple around you! 
"Do not put any other gods in place of me.” Exodus 20:3 NIRV  
A. FEARS              B. GODS              C. SQUID 

 
2. Every knee will _________. The fish god Dagon toppled before the real 
God to show that everything must bow to God. Make sure you’re serving the 
right God and nothing fishy! 
“When the name of Jesus is spoken, everyone’s knee will bow to 
worship Him. Every knee in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth will bow to worship Him.” Philippians 2:10 NIRV  
A. WALK              B. REST              C. BOW 

 
3. Don’t _______ again for that fish tale! After falling over, poor Dagon 
was stumped! He had to be put back in place by his minions. Don’t go putting 
things back up again that have taken you away from God. 
“The people of Ashdod got up early the next day. They saw the 
statue of Dagon. There it was, lying on the ground! It had fallen on 
its face in front of the ark of the Lord. So they picked the statue of 
Dagon up. They put it back in its place.” 1 Samuel 5:3 NIRV  
A. FALL                B. RISE              C. FEAR 

M
ESSA

G
E T

W
O



9

The Philistines learned this lesson the hard way:  don’t put 
anything in your life before God.  We learned today that  
He’s above it all, and that we all need to take a closer look at 
anything we’re spending more time with than God! 

- What kind of things take up a lot of your time?

Our memory verse for this week is:  
"Do not put any other gods in place of me." Exodus 20:3 NIRV

- How much time do you spend each week praying?

Have no other gods!

Show us your stuff!  Answer these questions below,  
and memorize this week’s verse!

- What can you do in your life to spend more time with God?
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     The largest animal on the planet is one that doesn’t walk – it swims deep 
under the sea. The blue whale is a most amazing animal, around a hundred 
feet long and simply beautiful to see. This is a creature mentioned created by 
God in Genesis 1:21, a scripture that ends with these words: “God saw that it 
was good.”  
     Do you speak whale? Hopefully so! As we look into our Bibles, the most 
remarkable story to take place under the sea would have to be the one about 
Jonah. The other main character in this is... a whale. Marine biologists know 
a few things about whales, but there are a few things we can learn from 
whales as well.  
     For example, whales obey. Looking back, we can see that Jonah did not 
obey. It’s a good thing the whale listened and obeyed God, otherwise Jonah 
would have perished. Trust God. If He is asking you to do something, there’s 
a very good reason you should obey. Through reading His word and with 
prayer, you’ll know how to avoid situations like the one Jonah was hurled 
into.  
     Another thing that whales famously do is sing. And despite everything 
going on, deep in the body of a whale, Jonah sang a song of thanksgiving. 
No matter your circumstances, be thankful for what you have been given. 
Focus on the positive, and see God continue to bless you. Sing a song of 
thanks, no matter where you are.  
    Finally, whales carry. What do they carry, you ask? In the book of Jonah, 
that whale was carrying inside him a message of salvation for more than 
120,000 people! And yet you yourself have that same message inside of you, 
the hope and light of the world. Don’t take that lightly.  
     Some have pointed out that it could have been a whale shark that 
rescued Jonah. They miss the point, which is this: we can all learn from the 
whales when we obey, sing songs of praise, and remember to deliver that 
message of salvation deep inside.  
    Do you speak whale? Of course you do!  
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     “And God created great whales, and every living creature that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their 
kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it 
was good.” Genesis 1:21 KJV  
 
“‘Some people worship the worthless statues of their gods. They 
turn away from the grace you want to give them. But I will 
sacrifice a thank offering to you. And I will sing a song of thanks. 
I will do what I have promised. Lord, you are the one who saves.’  
     The Lord gave the fish a command. And it spit Jonah up onto 
dry land.” Jonah 2:8-10 NIRV  

“Oh big fella! Whale! Maybe he only speaks whale. Moooo... 
Weeee neeeed ...toooo fiiiind hiiis sooooon.” - Dory  
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1. Whales _________. Jonah did not obey though, did he? It’s a good thing 
the whale listened and obeyed God, otherwise Jonah would have perished. If 
God is asking you to do something, there’s a very good reason you should obey. 
"But the Lord sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was 
inside the fish for three days and three nights.” Jonah 1:17 NIRV 
A. DANCE              B. OBEY              C. LISTEN  

2. Whales ________. Despite everything going on, Jonah sang a song of 
thanksgiving, deep inside the body of a whale. No matter your circumstances, be 
thankful for what you have been given. Focus on the positive, and see God 
continue to bless you.  
“But I will sacrifice a thank offering to you. And I will sing a song 
of thanks. I will do what I have promised. Lord, you are the one 
who saves.” Jonah 2:9 NIRV 
A. SING                 B. HOPE              C. SPEAK  

3. Whales __________. In the book of Jonah, that whale was carrying inside a 
message of salvation for more than 120,000 people! You yourself have that same 
message inside of you, the hope and light of the world. Don’t take that lightly.  
“Nineveh has more than 120,000 people. They can’t tell right from 
wrong... So shouldn’t I show concern for that great city?”  
Jonah 4:11 NIRV 
A. EAT                  B. FLY                  C. CARRY 
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Do you speak whale? Hopefully so! As we look 
into our Bibles, the most remarkable story to 

take place under the sea would have to be the 
one about Jonah.  And as we learned today, 

that whale had a message of salvation inside it, 
just like we do: Go and preach the good news! 

What is that message that we all have burning inside us?  

Our memory verse for this week is:  
"He said to them, ‘Go into all the world.  Preach the good news to everyone.”  
Mark 16:15 NIRV

What are some ways that you can share the good news?

Speak Whale!

Show us your stuff!  Answer these questions below,  and memorize this week’s verse!

Where does Jesus want the gospel preached?
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     God has a crush on you – He thinks you so totally rock! If you have 
any doubts, check out all He’s done for us. First He was like “whoa,” and 
then we were like “whoa,” and then He was like, “whoa!”  
     Hold it – kill the motor. You might be a bit confused in your noggin. Let 
me lay it all out for you, showing you all God has done for you.  
     Firstly, you’re totally righteous! Seriously. But it isn’t anything you’ve 
done – it’s all about what Jesus did for us. See what I’m saying? God 
sent Jesus for all of us, so we don’t have to float through life all bummed 
out about our gnarly past. But don’t take that grace for granted – Jesus 
paid a pretty awful price, so we all can be righteous.  
     The other thing God did was give us a Friend, to help as we float 
through life. Hope you have some serious thrill issues, because the Holy 
Spirit is a companion and friend who will help you in every area of your 
life. First, find that exit buddy. Do you have your exit buddy? Of course 
you do – He’s with you always. Totally sweet!  
     Get that awesome info in your noggin, and coo-coo-cachoo, you’ll be 
on your way. Your Heavenly Father will be like “You so totally rocked! 
Give me some fin! Dude!”  
     Yeah, He probably doesn’t speak like that. But like any good father, 
there is no mistaking the joy and pride He has when seeing you succeed 
when you fly solo.  
    So grab shell and get ready to rip it, roll it, and punch it for a wild ride 
in the big ol’ blue. Just don’t forget that exit buddy, and hold on tight. It’s 
going to be totally righteous!  
     Oh, and hey, no hurling on the shell dude, okay? Just waxed it.  
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“For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness;  
His countenance beholds the upright.” Psalm 11:7 NKJV  
 
“I have come so they can have life. I want them to have it in 
the fullest possible way.” John 10:10 NIRV  
 
"God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. 
Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It is God’s 
gift.” Ephesians 2:8 NIRV  
 
“The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of 
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land.” 
Song of Solomon 2:12 KJV  
 
“Dude!” – Crush the Turtle  
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1. You’re totally ___________! But it isn’t anything you’ve done – it’s all 
about what Jesus did for us. We must never take that grace for granted.  But at 
the same time it frees us from living a bummer life, dude! 
"God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your 
salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It is God’s gift.” 
Ephesians 2:8 NIRV  
A. TUBULAR              B. WEAK              C. RIGHTEOUS  

2. Find your exit _________. The Holy Spirit is a companion and friend 
who will help you in every area of your life. First, find your exit buddy. Do you 
have your exit buddy? Of course you do – He’s always with you. Totally sweet!  
“I will send the Friend to you from the Father. He is the Spirit of 
truth, who comes out from the Father.” John 15:26 NIRV 
A. BUDDY                  B. SIGN               C. QUICKLY  

3. Give me some _________! Dude, you so totally rocked! Our Heavenly 
Father probably doesn’t speak exactly like the sea turtle Crush in the movie 
"Finding Nemo." But like Crush, and any good father, there is no mistaking the 
joy and pride He has seeing you succeed when you fly solo.  
“You have done well, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness!” Matthew 25:23 NIRV 
A. MONEY                B. FIN                  C. SEAWEED 
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It isn’t anything you’ve done - it’s all about what  
Jesus did for us!  We must never take that 
grace for granted, but at the same time it  
frees us from living a bummer life, dude! 

God loves you so much that He did something amazing for you - what was it?  

Our memory verse for this week is:  
"God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ.   Your salvation doesn’t come 
from anything you do.  It is God’s gift."  Ephesians 2:8 NIRV

Check out Romans 8:38-39.  What did Paul say in this scripture that could 
separate us from God’s love?

You’re Totally 
Righteous!

Show us your stuff!  Answer these questions below,  
and memorize this week’s verse!

Write down below your definition of the word grace. 
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N
o m

atter if you’re going to a school building, or learning from
 hom

e, it’s going to be a great 
year!  C

ut this out, and post this on your notebook as daily rem
inder to listen, and to pray. 


