
What you hold in your hand is an incredible resource, a tool designed to help us 
effectively partner with parents and lead children into a growing relationship with 
God.  
  
Contained within the pages of this booklet you’ll find: 
a.   Important scriptures, such as our memory verse. 
b.   Amazing and relevant Bible stories.  
c.   Key points that make up the exciting messages planned for this entire series. 
d.   A place to stamp for each service attended. 
  
This booklet was created to inform you of exactly what our children’s ministry will 
speak about each service.  You’ll be able to review with your children the messages 
covered, and also look ahead as the series unfolds. 
  
So partner with us and help your children learn responsibility by bringing this 
booklet each service. Each time they visit, we will put a stamp in their book to 
show that they attended, and also filled out each point of that day’s lesson in this 
book. 
  
As an added incentive, we’ll continue to give a special reward to those who have 
attended each day. 

NAME: __________________________________ 

GRADE: __________________________________
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“that’s the power of love”  

 
     With God’s help, Moses did many astounding things. But did you know 
he was also a time traveler? Moses got to see it all, and without a time 
machine or a DeLorean!  
     Consider this: he wrote about the creation of the world, thousands of 
years back in the past. Did you know those first words recorded in the book 
of Genesis were written by Moses? He saw God’s creation, and how 
perfect everything was. “It was good,” God said.  
     But Moses also saw how sin and terrible choices entered that world, 
messing it up. Yes, we live in a fallen world. And before you start blaming 
Adam and Eve, remember that no one is perfect. Our own choices can be 
really bad ones too!  
     Yet God gave us a gift, and He wanted Moses to see it for himself. 
Setting the clock thousands of years into the future, Moses appears much, 
much later in the Bible.  
     Jesus went high up a mountain with James, John and Peter. And right 
there and then, his physical appearance changed: his face shown like the 
sun and his clothing became white as light. And suddenly, Moses and Elijah 
appeared from the past, there to see God’s glory, and talk with Jesus.  
     Moses got to see God’s grace. Jesus came to fix the problem, and pay 
the price for our sins. Though we deserved punishment, Jesus took it in our 
place. And because of that, we can live with him forever in heaven – that’s 
the power of love!  
     The story on the Mount of Transfiguration is an amazing one. Jesus was 
transformed before their eyes!  But we too are changed when we accept 
Him and His grace. Our old life is gone, and our new walk as Christians 
stands out as a brilliant light shining bright in a world full of darkness.  
     Moses the time traveler saw it all: he saw creation, he saw grace, and 
he saw transformation. Yet you don’t need to travel through time to see 
God’s grace and transforming power. His loving forgiveness is just one 
sincere prayer away, as is that power that can change lives. That’s the 
power of love! 



3

“that’s the power of love”  

 
     “After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John the brother of James 
with him. He led them up a high mountain. They were all alone. There in 
front of them his appearance was changed. His face shone like the sun. 
His clothes became as white as the light. Just then Moses and Elijah 
appeared in front of them. Moses and Elijah were talking with Jesus.  
     Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I 
will put up three shelters. One will be for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”  
     While Peter was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them. A voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, and I love him. I am very pleased 
with him. Listen to him!”  
     When the disciples heard this, they were terrified. They fell with their 
faces to the ground. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. 
“Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.  
     They came down the mountain. On the way down, Jesus told them 
what to do. “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen,” he said. “Wait until the 
Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  

Matthew 17:1-13 NIRV 
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1. Moses saw ____________. God said it was good. Moses wrote the 
first five books of the Bible, seeing the beginning of it all, and how perfect 
it was. But he also saw how man chose to sin, creating a serious 
problem.  
A. HOVERBOARDS  B. CREATION C. REVELATION  
“God saw everything He had made. And it was very good.”  

Genesis 1:31 NIRV  

 
2. Moses saw _________. Moses saw the future, on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. There he stood talking with Jesus, the Light of the World. 
What they talked about we may never know, but perhaps there and then 
Moses saw God’s plan to help us. We certainly didn’t deserve it, but God 
loved the world so much that He sent His only Son.  
A. LIGHTS B. DOORWAYS  C. GRACE  
“I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in 

darkness. They will have that light. They will have life.” John 8:12 NIRV  

 
3. Moses saw __________. Jesus was transformed before their eyes, but 
we too are changed when we accept Him and His grace. That’s the power 
of love! Our old life is gone, and our new walk as Christians stands out as 
a brilliant light shining bright in a world full of darkness.  
A. TRANSFORMATION B. HOPELESSNESS C. CELEBRATION  
“When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has come. The old is gone! 

The new is here!” Colossians 5:17 NIRV 
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“When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has come. The old is gone!  

The new is here!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIRV 
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“choose your tomorrow”  
 

     The future can seem like a scary place. Some books or movies give us 
a world ruled by terminator robots, while others show a desert wasteland 
ruled by road warriors.  
     But the future God has for those who love Him is very different from all 
that. God has plans to prosper us, to give us hope, and a future.  
     In the book of Exodus, the leader of the Egyptians was faced with a 
choice, and two very different futures. One would lead to blessings from 
God. The other future was terrifying. It all came down to this: Would he 
obey God, and let the people of Israel free? Or would he make the wrong 
choice?  
     If you’ve read the story, you know about the twelve plagues that came 
upon Egypt, and how none of them affected the Israelites at all. You know 
how the Nile River turned to blood, how there were storms and plagues of 
disease and death. The Pharaoh made the wrong choice.  
     It may not be anywhere as drastic as that, but each day we all face two 
different futures. One is a darker path that leads towards trouble, while a 
future walking with God leads to a life of promise and hope. It’s obvious 
which future we should choose, isn’t it?  
     In the book of Exodus, the Israelites were blessed because they chose 
to obey. God had a plan for them, just as He has a plan for you. Though 
the world paints a pretty bleak picture, it is actually God’s will that none 
should perish, including you. In fact, He has plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
     So choose your tomorrow. Your destiny awaits you! The Israelites 
walked out of Egypt in full health, with riches untold, marching out of 
captivity and towards their Promised Land. Choose the right path carefully, 
and you too will see a great big beautiful tomorrow unfold.  
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“choose your tomorrow”  
 

“But on that day I will treat the area of Goshen differently from yours. That 
is where my people live. There will not be large numbers of flies in Goshen. 
Then you will know that I, the Lord, am in this land.” Exodus 8:22 NIRV  
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
Jeremiah 29:11 NIRV  
 
“May the God who gives hope fill you with great joy. May you have perfect 
peace as you trust in Him. May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with 
hope.” Romans 15:13 NIRV  
 
“So do not be afraid. I am with you. Do not be terrified. I am your God.  
I will make you strong and help you. I will hold you safe in my hands.  
I always do what is right.” Isaiah 41:10 NIRV  
 
“I leave my peace with you. I give my peace to you. I do not give it to you 
as the world does. Do not let your hearts be troubled. And do not be 
afraid.” John 14:27 NIRV  
 
“Only I can tell you the future before it even happens. Everything I plan will 
come to pass, for I do whatever I wish.” Isaiah 46:10 NLT 
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1. There are two ____________. There are points in your life that lead to 
a choice, and two paths to two very different futures. One is bleak, and the 
other a happily ever after.  
A. FUTURES B. BELIEFS C. WORLDS  
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 

that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate 

and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  

Matthew 7:13-14 NIRV  
 
2. He has plans to give you a __________. It is God’s will that none 
should perish, including you. He has plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
A. CHALLENGE B. FUTURE C. HOVERBOARD  
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  

Jeremiah 29:11 NIRV  
 
3. Choose your __________. Your destiny awaits you! Choose the right 
path carefully, and see a great tomorrow unfold!  
A. TOMORROW B. ABILITIES C. ENDGAME  
“Then choose for yourselves right now whom you will serve... But as for 

me and my family, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15 NIRV 
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 NIRV 
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use his time wisely”  
 

     One of the biggest wishes many have as they get older is the power of 
time travel. Why is this? The answer is so they can go back in time, and fix 
the many mistakes they think they’ve made along the way!  
     It seems like such a simple task to stay on the road to a happier 
tomorrowland. Yet somewhere in time, we can occasionally make bad 
choices that don’t please God. Even worse, we can lose our focus, our 
drive, and sometimes even our hope.  
     Great Scott! How can we prevent that twist in time from happening?  
     First, we need to have discipline each day. Remember that time erodes! 
It wears away at all things, from canyon walls to rocky shores along the 
seas. But time can also erode our discipline, and our resolve to become 
better people. This is why Paul told us we have to commit ourselves to be 
better Christians each and every day, time after time. We need to be in it to 
win it!  
     As you give each day to Him, you’ll see that your time adds up. You 
may have heard that whatever you invest time in will grow and grow. You 
work your muscles and they grow bigger. You take care of your garden and 
it grows larger. You study God’s word, and your knowledge increases. It’s 
a law of time, one set up way back in the book of Genesis with the first 
seed. With this knowledge, we should spend more time doing those things 
that God is pleased with, and wait for that increase!  
     And don’t waste His time. Time is the most important thing any of us is 
given. But sometimes we let it get stolen away so easily! Time bandits like 
television, video games, and time on the computer or phone can be a big 
distraction to the things that are really important. That’s why you have to 
be a time cop, and keep those things that rob your time under control.  
     If you want your life to be an excellent adventure, with no looking back, 
the plan is a good one: have discipline, see increase, and keep making 
every moment count. In other words, use His time wisely! 
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use his time wisely”  
 

     “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants 
and entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another 
two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went 
on his journey. The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and 
put his money to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two 
bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had received one bag went 
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  
     After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled 
accounts with them. The man who had received five bags of gold brought the 
other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I 
have gained five more.’  
     His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’  
     The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’  
     His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’  
     Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, 
‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’  
     His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest 
where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well 
then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that 
when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  
     ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 
For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. And 
throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

Matthew 25:14-30 NIV 
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1. Time _______. Time is relentless. It erodes away all things, sometimes 
including our discipline. But there’s a way to stop that. We must control 
ourselves and do what is right, leading godly lives in today’s world.  
A. ERODES B. STOPS C. FLIES  
“His grace teaches us to say no to godless ways and sinful desires. We 

must control ourselves. We must do what is right. We must lead godly 

lives in today’s world.” Titus 2:12 NIRV  
 
2. Time _______ up. Whatever you invest time in will grow and grow. It’s 
a law of time, set up way back in the book of Genesis with the first seed. 
Spend more time doing those things that God is pleased with, and wait for 
that increase!  
A. MESSES B. KEEPS C. ADDS  
“Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a 

crop if we don’t give up.” Galatians 6:9 NIRV  
 
3. Don’t _______ His time. Time is the most important thing any of us is 
given. How you use it is important to God, so be sure not to waste it!  
A. VALUE B. FORGET C. WASTE  
“Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were 

working for the Lord, not for human masters.” Colossians 3:23 NIRV  
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“Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop  

if we don’t give up.” Galatians 6:9 NIRV 
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you have a destiny”  
 

     You have an appointment with destiny, but sometimes you just have to 
wait for it. For example, take young David from the Bible!  He was anointed 
to be king of Israel at an early age, but it sure took a bit of time to get to 
that destination.  
     As you wait for your dreams to come true, along the way you may 
have a nagging voice inside your head: “Get out of here kid. You’ve got no 
future.”  
     Don’t be a pinhead! The truth is that if you put your mind to it, you can 
accomplish anything. Tell that nagging voice, “Well, history is going to 
change!”  
     While waiting for his destiny, David ran into some pretty heavy 
challenges. But prayer and worship were a lifestyle with him. And because 
of that, he was always able to keep his eyes on the future. Prayer and 
worship keep you in contact with the One who sees the beginning and the 
end – that’s God. With prayer and worship, you won’t be complaining 
about any blind spots!  
     Just stay determined, because your time is coming. You have an 
appointment with destiny, so keep your faith in Him.  
     God can restore your time, and make it worth the wait. Setbacks can 
happen, but one rejection isn’t the end of the world. David held on to 
become king, Joseph held on to save the world, and Abraham held on to 
become the father of many nations. Just as He did with these great men, 
God can restore your time, and make it all worth it.  
     In fact, your future is on its way already. Soon, it will be walking up to 
you, ready to say, “I am your density!”  
     Or rather, “destiny.” Either way, that’s pretty heavy! 
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you have a destiny”  
 

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31 NKJV  
 
“The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him.”  
Lamentations 3:25 NKJV  
 
“Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, and He shall exalt you to inherit the 
land; When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it.” Psalm 37:34 NKJV  
 
“Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; 
Wait, I say, on the Lord!” Psalm 27:14 NKJV  
 
“Therefore I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation;  
My God will hear me.” Micah 7:7 NKJV  
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your 
paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV  
 
“The message I give you waits for the time I have appointed. It speaks 
about what is going to happen. And all of it will come true. It might take a 
while. But wait for it. You can be sure it will come. It will happen when I 
want it to.” Habakkuk 2:3 NIRV  
 
“Make the most of every opportunity.” Ephesians 5:16 NIRV 
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1. God is the Alpha and ___________. That means He is the Beginning 
and the End. You can’t see too far into the future, but worship and prayer 
can keep you in touch with the One who does.  
A. OMEGA B. CENTURION C. ZETA  
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the 

Lord God. “I am the God who is, and who was, and who will come. I am 

the Mighty One.” Revelation 1:8 NIRV  
 
2. Your time is _______. You have an appointment with destiny, so keep 
your faith in Him. Do not lean on your own understanding, and trust the 
Lord with all your heart.  
A. OVER B. WASTED C. COMING  
“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; They shall 

mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 

shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31 NKJV  
 
3. He can _________ your time. David held on to become king, Joseph 
held on to save the world, and Abraham held on to become the father of 
many nations. Just as He did with these great men, God can restore your 
time, and make it all worth it.  
A. RESTORE B. STOP C. FORGET  
“Instead of being put to shame you will receive a double share of wealth. 

Instead of being dishonored you will be glad to be in your land. You will 

receive a double share of riches there. And you’ll be filled with joy that will 

last forever.” Isaiah 61:7 NIRV  
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“For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 NIV 
 
     What year is it?  That’s often a question I have to ask myself when time traveling!  
Is this the 50’s, or 1999?  It could be 1885, 1955, 1985 or 2015, but every year has 
one thing in common:  that number tells us how many years ago something huge 
happened, something very, very heavy! 
      What was it?  Some time ago I was showing a friend how the time machine 
works.  I said, “You input your destination on this keypad.  Want to see the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence?  Or witness the birth of Christ?”   
     That’s when I punched in the date DECEMBER 25, 0000.  Now there’s a real red 
letter date in history for you!  That’s the day and year scholars and teachers tell us 
Jesus was born. 
      All time itself leads back to that one moment.  Whatever year you’re in right now is 
a number that tells us how many years ago Jesus was born on earth.  Time itself is 
helping to tell of that incredible event! 
      You don’t need to hop in a time machine to see how that story goes.  All you have 
to do is open up a Bible, and read for yourself how Jesus took the time to be with us, 
and show the world the true power of love.  God’s love was so strong that He changed 
everything, including time itself!   
      If you haven’t read that story before, or if it’s been a while, open your Bibles to the 
gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  It’s the most important story in history, the 
one that time itself is arranged around.  Read the story of Jesus for yourself, and 
rediscover the story that changed everything we know about time itself!

 DAY ONE                                                                           TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has come. The old is gone! The new is 

here!” Colossians 5:17 NIRV 
 
     With God’s help, Moses did many astounding things.  But did you know he was 
also a time traveler?  Moses got to see it all, and without a time machine or a 
DeLorean! 
     Consider this:  he wrote about the creation of the world, thousands of years back 
in the past.  Did you know those first words recorded in the book of Genesis were 
written by Moses?  He saw God’s creation, and how perfect everything was.  “It was 
good,” God said. 
     But Moses also saw how sin and terrible choices entered that world, messing it 
up.  Yes, we live in a fallen world.  And before you start blaming Adam and Eve, 
remember that no one is perfect.  Our own choices can be really bad ones too! 
     Yet God gave us a gift, and He wanted Moses to see it for himself.  Setting the 
clock thousands of years into the future, Moses appears much, much later in the Bible. 
     Jesus went high up a mountain with James, John and Peter.  And right there and 
then, his physical appearance changed:  his face shown like the sun and his clothing 
became white as light.  And suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared from the past, there 
to see God’s glory, and talk with Jesus. 
     Moses got to see God’s grace.  Jesus came to fix the problem, and pay the price 
for our sins.  Though we deserved punishment, Jesus took it in our place.  And 
because of that, we can live with him forever in heaven – that’s the power of love! 
     The story on the Mount of Transfiguration is an amazing one.  Jesus was 
transformed before their eyes, but we too are changed when we accept Him and His 
grace.  Our old life is gone, and our new walk as Christians stands out as a brilliant 
light shining bright in a world full of darkness. 
     Moses the time traveler saw it all:  he saw creation, he saw grace, and he saw 
transformation.  Yet you don’t need to travel through time to see God’s grace and 
transforming power.  His loving forgiveness is just one sincere prayer away, as is that 
power that can change lives.  That’s the power of love!

 DAY TWO                                                                           TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“But those who wait on the Lord  shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with 

wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 

Isaiah 40:31 NKJV 
 
     You have an appointment with destiny, but sometimes you just have to wait for it. 
Take David, for example!  He was anointed to be king of Israel at an early age, but it 
took a bit of time to get to that destination. 
     As you wait for your dreams to come true, along the way, you may have a nagging 
voice inside your head:  “Get out of here kid.  You’ve got no future.”   
     Don’t be a pinhead!  The truth is that if you put your mind to it, you can 
accomplish anything.  Tell that nagging voice, “Well, history is going to change!”  
     While waiting for his destiny, David ran into some pretty heavy challenges.  But 
prayer and worship were a lifestyle with him.  And because of that, he was always 
able to keep his eyes on the future.  Prayer and worship keep you in contact with the 
One who sees the beginning and the end.  That’s God.  With prayer and worship, you 
won’t be complaining about any blind spots! 
     Just stay determined, because your time is coming. You have an appointment with 
destiny, so keep your faith in Him.   
     God can restore your time, and make it worth the wait.  Setbacks can happen, but 
one rejection isn’t the end of the world.  David held on to become king, Joseph held on 
to save the world, and Abraham held on to become the father of many nations.  Just 
as He did with these great men, God can restore your time, and make it all worth it. 
     In fact, your future is on its way already.  Soon, it will be walking up to you, ready 
to say, “I am your density!”   
      Or rather, “destiny.”  Either way, that’s pretty heavy!

 DAY THREE                                                                       TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we 

don’t give up.” Galatians 6:9 NIRV 
 
     One of the biggest wishes many have as they get older is the use of a time 
machine.  Why is this?  The answer is so they can go back in time, and fix the many 
mistakes they think they’ve made along the way!  
     It seems like such a simple task to stay on the road to a happier tomorrowland.  
Yet somewhere in time, we can occasionally make bad choices that don’t please God.  
Even worse, we can lose our focus, our drive, and sometimes even our hope.  
     Great Scott!  How can we prevent that twist in time from happening?   
     First, we need to have discipline each day.  Remember that time erodes!  It wears 
away at all things, from canyon walls to rocky shores along the seas.  But time can 
also erode our discipline, and our resolve to be better people.  This is why Paul told us 
we have to commit ourselves to be better Christians each and every day, time after 
time. We need to be in it to win it!  
     As you give each day to Him, you’ll see that your time adds up.  You may have 
heard that whatever you invest time in will grow and grow.  You work your muscles 
and they grow bigger.  You take care of your garden and it grows larger.  You study 
God’s word, and your knowledge increases.  It’s a law of time, one set up way back in 
the book of Genesis with the first seed.  With this knowledge, we should spend more 
time doing those things that God is pleased with, and wait for that increase! 
     And don’t waste His time.  Time is the most important thing any of us is given.  
But sometimes we let it get stolen away so easily!  Time bandits like television, video 
games, and time on the computer or phone can be a big distraction to the things that 
are really important.  That’s why you have to be a time cop, and keep those things that 
rob your time under control.  
     If you want your life to be an excellent adventure, with no looking back, the plan is 
a good one:  have discipline, see increase, and keep making every moment count.  In 
other words, don’t waste His time! 

 DAY FOUR                                                                         TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
Jeremiah 29:11 NIRV 
 
     The future can seem like a scary place.  Some books or movies give us a world 
ruled by terminator robots, while others show a desert wasteland ruled by road 
warriors. 
     But the future God has for those who love Him is very different from all that.  God 
has plans to prosper us, to give us hope, and a future.   
     In the book of Exodus, the leader of the Egyptians was faced with a choice, and 
two very different futures.  One would lead to blessings from God.  The other future 
was terrifying.  It all came down to this:  Would he obey God, and let the people of 
Israel free?  Or would he make the wrong choice? 
     If you’ve read the story, you know about the twelve plagues that came upon Egypt, 
and how none of them affected the Israelites at all.  You know how the Nile turned to 
blood, how there were storms and plagues of disease and death.  The Pharaoh made 
the wrong choice. 
     It may not be anywhere as drastic as that, but each day we all face two different 
futures.  One is a darker path that leads towards trouble, while a future walking with 
God leads to a life of promise and hope.  It’s obvious which future we should choose, 
isn’t it? 
    In the book of Exodus, the Israelites were blessed because they chose to obey.  
God had a plan for them, just as He has a plan for you.  Though the world paints a 
pretty bleak picture, it is actually God’s will that none should perish, including you.  In 
fact, He has plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. 
    So choose your tomorrow.  Your destiny awaits you!  The Israelites walked out of 
Egypt in full health, with riches untold, marching out of captivity and towards their 
Promised Land.  Choose the right path carefully, and you too will see a great big 
beautiful tomorrow unfold.

 DAY FIVE                                                                           TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 NIRV 
      
     Joshua stopped to make a bad deal.  He just didn’t know it yet!  In the book of 
Joshua, chapter 9, he and the Israelites were tricked into making a peace treaty with 
the Gibeonites, a people that were enemies of God. 
     Israel’s problem was that they didn’t talk to God about it first.  And that can be our 
problem too.  Frequently, we find ourselves getting involved in situations that wear us 
down, and keep us from being the Christians that God wants us to be. 
    That’s why there are many times we need to just stop.  Israel shouldn’t have been 
associating with the people of Gibeon at all.  Are you hanging around with anything or 
anyone that is causing you trouble?  If it is something that God isn’t pleased with, the 
best advice is simple:  stop, and get away. 
     If Joshua could go back in time and change it all, you know he would. If only he 
talked to God first! And many times, yes, that’s our problem too.  All of us need to 
stop, and pray.  When you stop and talk with God, He will stop to listen.  He sees, and 
He hears the prayers of those in need of help.  Be still, and know He is God. 
    In the end, Joshua wound up in a war he did not need to fight.  And in that conflict, 
he had a big problem:  Joshua needed more time to win a battle.   But this time he 
learned his lesson.  Who better to talk to about it than God?  In the book of Joshua, 
the Bible tells us that the Lord listened to a mere human being, and did one of the 
most amazing miracles of the entire Bible:  God actually stopped the sun in the middle 
of the sky.  That’s right, it didn’t go down for about a full day.  Joshua stopped to pray, 
and God stopped time!   
     At the end of this long day, Joshua stood there victorious.  He was a clockstopper!  
And you can be victorious too.  You just need to stop hanging around the wrong 
people or things, and be sure to stop to pray.  And that’s when God will stop to listen, 
and stop everything to move in your life. 

 DAY SIX                                                                             TIME TRAVELERS



 
“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death.’  And 

there will be no more sadness. There will be no more crying or pain. Things are no 

longer the way they used to be.” Revelation 21:4 NIRV 
 
    The Apostle John was another sort of time traveler in the Bible.  He not only saw 
Moses, but he also stepped into the future as well.  That’s what he wrote about in the 
book of Revelation. 
    The future he saw for Christians was indescribably wonderful.  Past all the troubles 
of this world, he got a glimpse of a place called heaven.  And every day we live is just 
one day closer to traveling there.  
    Heaven is a place God desperately wants to see us at.  His desire to see us in 
heaven was so great that He sent His only Son.  Jesus suffered in ways no one could 
measure, and did it all for us, just so we could be with him forever in heaven.   
    He’s there now, helping make a place that’s beyond our wildest dreams.  Imagine 
this:  a world with no more pain.  Heaven is a perfect place, filled with worship, 
heartfelt rejoicing, and everlasting gladness.  Sadness, pain, and even death are no 
more.  With all our questions answered, we’ll experience the deepest joy for all 
eternity.  It is truly a place of happily ever after. 
     Time is short.  Our Bibles tell us that no one knows when Jesus is coming back.  
But every morning we wake up, we’re getting closer to that incredible future that 
awaits.  You don’t want to miss it.  And you don’t want those around you to miss it 
either.  Don’t ever forget that the only things you can take to heaven with you are those 
others you share the gospel with.  Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. Share His 
love with everyone you can, and together we can spend forever in heaven. 
    It’s a future you don’t want to miss.  Heaven is one step away. 

 DAY SEVEN                                                                       TIME TRAVELERS



 

“For with God, nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1:37 NKJV 
 
     If there’s one thing I’ve learned, it’s that nothing is impossible with God!  You may 
be along a road in life where every direction is blocked.  But God’s answer is:  
“Roads?  Where we’re going, we don’t need roads.” 
     The Bible – and history beyond that – are filled with stories of supernatural 
deliverance.  At his lowest hour, King Hezekiah asked God to be healed, and to prove 
His power, God actually moved the sun backwards!  The sundials telling time suddenly 
started going back in time! 
     If you’re in a desperate situation, just like King Hezekiah, there’s One you should 
talk with.  With just a few words, our God created the heavens and the earth.  His 
spirit hovered over the waters faster than a hoverboard, and when He said let there be 
light, it was there with more power than a flux capacitor!   What’s a flux capacitor?  
Don’t worry about it!  The point is this:  God is powerful! 
    So don’t limit Him, and if you’re in need of something more, there’s no better 
source to call out to.  He’s the God of miracles, and with Him all things are possible! 
     That’s good stuff there.  I never knew I could write anything so touching!

 DAY EIGHT                                                                        TIME TRAVELERS



 
 
“The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”  

Genesis 1:2 NKJV 
 
     Don’t you wish that you could have a hoverboard? It’s like a skateboard, only with 
no wheels! With something like that, you can float over all the bumpy spots in the 
landscape, and experience smooth sailing all the way! Admit it: you really want one!  
     When God created the earth, the Bible tells us how His spirit hovered over the 
water. He didn’t even need a hoverboard! Wouldn’t it be amazing to get in a time 
machine and go back to actually see that?  The truth is that we too can learn to hover 
right over all that rough and shaky ground.  No, we don’t literally float along.  But we 
can move forward in faith throughout life without feeling as much of the shock and 
bumpiness of the journey! 
     We do this when we connect with God.  When we spend time in prayer with Him, 
He can help us avoid troubles and bumps in the road.  He can tell us things to watch 
out for ahead.  So activate that prayer life, and get in touch with the one who knows 
how to hover over it all.  Bumps in the road will come, but with prayer, you don’t have 
to feel the full effect of them.  He can show you how to hover!

 DAY NINE                                                                          TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 

thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press 

on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in  

Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13-14 NIV 
 
     And now I’m going to tell you about a time machine I saw once in a movie, and I’ll 
just go ahead and tell you now that I’m not entirely sure about the science behind this 
device.  Anyway, there’s a guy named Napoleon Dynamite who has an uncle named 
Rico, and Uncle Rico has a time machine. 
     Does it even work?  Hey, he bought it online.  You don’t even know!  If you want to 
time travel with this “totally sweet device,” first you have to read the manual.  There 
you will see how simple this machine is.  Just remember to add the crystals, and of 
course set it to the year you want to go to.  For Uncle Rico, he wants to go back to 
1982.  It was the best year of his life.  It’s an obsession!  Anyone who knows him, 
knows he spends all his time wishing he was back in 1982.   
     But Uncle Rico is not alone.  A lot of people do that, looking back on their glory 
years, and wishing they could go back.  The funny thing is this:  right now are your 
glory years, wherever you’re at in life.  In fact, in about five years, you’ll be looking 
back at right now thinking how great it was.  But you can’t do that if you’re constantly 
looking to the past.  You’ve got to think of this moment right now, and keep building 
towards your future. 
     This is not the worst day of your life.  No matter where you are, this is your time.  
If you’re still alive, it means this:  God has a plan and a future for you.  And yes, it’s 
going to be totally sweet!

 DAY TEN                                                                            TIME TRAVELERS



 
 
“The Path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever brighter till the full 

light of day.” Proverbs 4:18 NIV 
 
     Okay, we’re all here at the future, or at least back to the future we’ve seen in 
movies.  We’re very sorry to report that not many of us have flying cars or 
hoverboards yet.  Come to think of it, a lot of other dreams haven’t come to pass 
either, like a cure for cancer, victory in the war on poverty, and yes, world peace.  In 
fact, it seems that this year a whole new set of problems has arisen, ones we might be 
stuck with for quite some time. 
     Does that mean we give up?  No way!  Just because you don’t have a hoverboard 
yet doesn’t mean it isn’t going to happen some day in the future.  In fact, each day we 
live is another day closer to actually getting one for yourself!  And each day we live, 
we’re getting that much closer to seeing other more amazing things happen, like the 
discovery of a cure for cancer.  The point is simply this:  just because your dream 
hasn’t come to pass yet doesn’t mean it won’t ever.  It is in fact closer than it has ever 
been!  The  key here is never giving up.  Choose today the future you want.  Is it one 
where you look back with regret over not trying? 
     Or is it one where you look back and smile?  Don’t give up.  You’re not beaten yet.  
The Bible tells us “the Path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever 
brighter till the full light of day.”  That’s God’s Word, and it is talking about you.  Your 
path is looking very bright.  In fact, your future’s so bright, you’ll have to wear shades! 
     For me, I’m still looking forward to a future just filled with hoverboards.  Just 
between us, it’s not that far away! 
 

 DAY ELEVEN                                                                     TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“So He decided long ago to adopt us. He adopted us as His children with all the 

rights children have. He did it because of what Jesus Christ has done. It pleased  

God to do it.” Ephesians 1:5 NIRV 
 
     If you’ve ever met Mr. Peabody and his very intelligent boy Sherman, you know 
they have a remarkable time machine called the WABAC machine which they use for 
amazing adventures throughout history. 
      But their story is not just a story of time travel.  It’s a story about the real meaning 
of adoption, and the true definition of love. 
     As Mr. Peabody would say, “Our Heavenly Father has a deep regard for us!”  In 
fact, if we were to set the WABAC machine to about 2,000 years ago, we could time 
travel back and see for ourselves the power of His love.   
     It’s clear He wants us in the family, and it’s easy to get there.  When we put our 
faith in Jesus, we are adopted into His family.  It’s a great place to be.  Our Heavenly 
Father never turns His back on you, and He’s always there to pick you up when you 
fall, and loves you no matter how many times you mess up.  He can do it all, and it’s 
awesome to be a part of a family with all kinds of amazing benefits! 
     But as good as it all is, sometimes there are those in the world that want to break 
up your relationship with God.  Some may question your relationship with Him – you 
aren’t really a child of God, are you?  
     And still others try to ruin it all by tempting you to do things you know you 
shouldn’t.  Of course, you have to ignore those voices.  No matter what, make it work! 
     Just remember that this is a time that you can rewrite history.  Your words and 
actions can influence others in a positive way. By the end of your story, with God’s 
help, you’ll see lives changed for the better.  Your witness can change the course of 
history! 
     God has adopted you into His family, and it’s something pretty awesome.  Just be 
obedient and do your best to show your love, and you can rewrite history!

 DAY TWELVE                                                                     TIME TRAVELERS



 
 
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 

useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 

useful for training us to do what is right.  By using Scripture, the servant of God can 

be completely prepared to do every good thing.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIRV 
 
      It’s great to have a time machine!  You’ve probably got one nearby – did you know 
that?  No, it’s not a time traveling train.  Actually, it’s shaped just like a Bible!  In fact, it 
is a Bible, and it’s better than any time traveling train you can imagine. 
     Think about it a moment, and set your time travel device to somewhere around the 
year 2589 BC, and visit with Noah as he steps out of the ark with his family and all 
those animals.  Then you could set it to 1577 BC, and look for Moses and the 
Israelites as they walk right through the parted Red Sea.  Afterwards, why not set your 
time machine to the year 539 BC, and have a talk with Daniel about his remarkable 
stay in a den of hungry lions?  And of course, who amongst us wouldn’t want to visit 
the year 30 AD, and just sit there amongst the crowd of listeners as Jesus delivered 
the Sermon on the Mount? 
      It’s all right there in your Bible, real history with real heroes and real stories.  
They’re all incredible moments in history linked together like a train rolling through 
time, each connected by the power of God’s love.   And no, you don’t need money, 
don’t need fame, and don’t need no credit card to ride that train.  Just open your Bible.  
You can visit any point in time you want to visit with, and learn from these incredible 
heroes.

 DAY THIRTEEN                                                                  TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“No! In all these things we are more than winners! We owe it all to Christ, who has 

loved us.” Romans 8:37 NIRV 
 
     Imagine going to the future, and spotting a sports almanac.  Can you picture that 
right now?  There it is, sitting in the store window, a book called Gray’s Sports 
Almanac.   Inside are the scores and winners of baseball games, football games, 
boxing matches and even horse races for the next thirty years.   
     Great Scott!  When you got back to your normal time, you’d know who was going 
to win all those future games every match, guaranteed! 
     But check this out.  We’ve got another book that’s even better, friends.  Our Bibles 
tell us who is going to win too.  In fact, this book told us that Jesus would win long 
before it ever happened.  Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, David and more were telling 
us many, many statistics about Jesus and his victory over death, and they were doing 
it hundreds of years before he was even born! 
     Stop for just a moment.  You know what the odds of all those prophecies coming 
true are?  Not one in a million.  Not one in a billion.  Not even one in a googolplex!  
God showed us He had a pretty amazing plan in place from the very beginning of time 
itself, and every single bit of it came true.   
     But there’s so much more to the story!  That Bible, that amazing book we have, 
still has plenty left to say about the future.  This book is so much better than any 
sports almanac, because there are so many pages within that show us who wins in 
the future.   
     Guess who that is?  If you just guessed it’s us, then you’re smarter than Einstein.  
And I’m not talking about my dog either.   
      Here’s the bottom line:  Some books, movies, news stations, and even social 
media sites are like the Atrocity Channel.  They paint an awful picture of the future that 
looks pretty bad, one filled with loss.  If that has you nervous about the future, just go 
to God’s Word.  The Bible shows us nothing but a future filled with victory, and a 
happily ever after.  This book shows us who all the winners are, and because of what 
Jesus did for us, your name is right there in the book, on that victory list!

 DAY FOURTEEN                                                                 TIME TRAVELERS



 

 

“Never let the fire in your heart go out. Keep it alive. Serve the Lord.”  

Romans 12:11 NIRV  
 
     You may have a friend like I do, one that oversleeps or is often late for things.  He 
must have a few short circuits in his bionic implants!  I remember calling him up one 
time to ask him if he remembered our meeting for a very important experiment, and 
sure enough, he was still sleeping! 
      I have plenty of clocks on the wall from all different times, and I thought it would 
be good to show him where the first alarm clock appeared in history:  Ancient Rome!  
That’s right, you can blame the early Romans for the alarm clock ringing. Horologists 
– or those who kept track of time – invented a water clock that is the forerunner to our 
own timekeeper, the alarm clock. But instead of getting upset for whom the bell tolls, 
perhaps it would be better to give thanks for another day. This is the day the Lord has 
made, so let us rejoice and be glad in it. The next several hours are all yours to do with 
as you please, so don’t be too lazy!  
     You don’t have to be a horologist to know that our time here on earth is limited. 
Even an empire as vast and superior as the Romans saw one last sunset before 
vanishing into history. The incredible buildings and large amount of writings left behind 
show us evidence of who the Romans were, and what they were like.  
     When all is said and done, what will be said about you, and what you were like? 
Are you using your time to glorify and honor God? Or is it wasted and ruined as some 
of the Roman buildings crumbling into dust over time?  
      Know that what you do for God will last for all time, and stand forever as a mighty 
monument. And with that knowledge, the next time you hear the alarm clock, get ready 
to attack your day like a Roman legion! 

 DAY FIFTEEN                                                                    TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Listen! I am telling you a mystery. We will not all die. But we will all be changed.  

That will happen in a flash, as quickly as you can wink an eye.”  

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 NIRV  
 
     We have a time machine and if you’ve seen it, you’d be pretty impressed.  It’s a 
flying locomotive train!  The Jules Verne Train, or the “ELB” to some, is a masterpiece 
that rides on the tracks, but can also soar through the air.  And yes, it can go faster 
than 88 miles per hour!  But trains have always been getting faster and faster, haven’t 
they? Back in 1885, we were trying to get one to go 88 miles per hour, which was 
pretty impressive back then.  But by 1893, a modified New York Central 999 pulled an 
express train at 102 miles per hour!   
     And yes, things have only gotten quicker since then.  In fact, in 2015, a Japanese 
Maglev train set a new speed record of 374 miles per hour!  These are so fast, they 
make steam trains seem like they are standing still.  
     Train technology has become astounding! A Maglev train is a little different from 
your ordinary passenger vehicle. The word Maglev is short for “magnetic levitation,” 
which is a real eye-opener! Just imagine these trains floating into the station: that’s 
what they do! Have you ever held two magnets together so that their opposite sides 
push each other away?  
     It’s the same idea with these trains, which use magnets to push the train along at 
incredible speeds. The trains literally hover over the tracks, sometimes passing each 
other at as much as 534 miles per hour (nearly the speed of a 747 airplane at 35,000 
feet!).  
     These trains give new meaning to the phrase, “twinkling of an eye.” That’s pretty 
fast stuff, though Paul wasn’t talking about trains when he used it. He was talking 
about how all of us will change when Jesus returns.  Back when Paul was writing this, 
Jesus was showing him an amazing future, and he didn’t even use a time machine to 
get there.  Paul was seeing for himself how each of us will change the moment Jesus 
arrives.  We’ll fly right out of there, no trains required! 
     Of course, you don’t have to wait for that moment for change. God can move 
faster than a Maglev train, and faster than the twinkling of an eye in your life, and just 
when you need it. Right on schedule! 

 DAY SIXTEEN                                                                    TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Let us keep running the race marked out for us.” Hebrews 12:1 NIRV  
 
     I’ll just put this out there:  I love time travel movies!  I know I may have mentioned 
a few earlier, but recently I just watched “Meet the Robinsons,” and really enjoyed that 
one.   
      The story is about a young orphan named Lewis, an inventor like me who is about 
to come face to face with the future! It is a wonderful adventure as inventions fly, 
dinosaurs stomp, and a family awaits!   
     In one of the movie’s most meaningful moments, Lewis attempts to fix an invention 
for peanut butter and jelly sandwiches that simply doesn’t work out right. Of course, 
“doesn’t work out right” means that everyone in the whole family is covered with 
peanut butter and jelly!  
     But as Lewis begins to mope about his failure, something neat occurs: his family 
congratulates him! This may seem to be an odd thing to do, but the Robinsons know 
better. What they’ve all learned is that one failure is merely one step closer to success, 
and that failure is something we can all learn from.  
     The next time you feel bummed about a time you felt you failed, just remember the 
Robinsons and their famous motto: “Keep moving forward.” Trust me:  moping and 
looking back on failures are just a waste of time. Instead, live life to the fullest, and 
keep moving forward! There’s a great big beautiful tomorrow! 

 DAY SEVENTEEN                                                               TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.” Psalm 31:24 NIV 
  
     Tick, tick, tick… the clock reads twelve, and there’s a new season in your life 
that’s calling you out.  If we were back in the Old West, you might imagine it’s like a 
dangerous looking outlaw, taunting you and daring you to face it!  
    Are you a yellow-bellied, lily-livered coward?  Or are you going to go out there and 
meet this new season of your life with courage?  Yes, friends, it’s time to go out there 
and face it.  You can do this!  It’s time to swagger on out, and show the world what 
you’re made of. 
     Each year comes riding in, and it’s filled with seasons and upcoming events that if 
you start believing all those frightening tales and stories about what you’ll be facing 
soon, it can be quite intimidating.  But just like in the old western movies, there’s one 
who’s up for the job of bringing some serious hope to the world.  That’s you, partner.  
You’re the hero in this story. 
     It can be tough, but you’ve got to do what’s right.  And you’ve just got to do it, 
even if you’re standing out there all alone.  The whole town might be shaking with fear, 
and willing to go along with whatever they’re being told.  But that ain’t your style, 
because even though the clock says high noon, there’s another twelve that’s on your 
mind:  Romans 12:2.  It tells us this:  “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
     You see, you’ve got a secret weapon.  You just know that the moment you take a 
shot at doing something great for God, He’s right there with you.  So be a fast-draw!  
Spend time fasting and praying, and reading His word.  He’ll fill you with the courage 
and skill to face down any trouble that wants to take you down. 
     When this new season starts walking in, don’t cower in a corner, or run out the 
back.  Rise up to the challenge.  You’ll get through it, and you can find out what you’re 
made of!

 DAY EIGHTEEN                                                                  TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Let’s take a good look at the way we’re living.  Let’s return to the Lord.” 

Lamentations 3:40 NIRV 
 
     One of the craziest things about going back in time is seeing yourself in the past.  
Now, there are two different types of reactions if you meet yourself.  One: coming face 
to face with your past self would be putting yourself into shock and you’d simply pass 
out.  Or two, the encounter could create a time paradox, the result of which could 
cause a chain reaction that would unravel the very fabric of the space-time continuum 
and destroy the entire universe!  Granted , that’s a worse-case scenario.  The 
destruction might in fact be very localized, limited to merely our own galaxy.   
    Fortunately, we haven’t experienced that second possibility yet.  That’s a relief! 
    But it would be super shocking to see yourself in the past, wouldn’t it?  And it 
would be even more shocking to see yourself doing something you weren’t supposed 
to be doing.  For example, sometime in the past, we once saw a crowd of students 
picking on another one with a “KICK ME” sign that was taped to his back.  As bad as it 
would be to be that unfortunate student, I think it would be worse to be one of the 
others that was picking on him. 
     The truth is that someday God will show us all the things we’ve done in our lives, 
and the things we haven’t done too.   No time machine required!  Hopefully that’s a 
good opportunity for you to show Him all the good things you’re doing. 
     If you’re suddenly worried, the good news is that Jesus will forgive us of all our 
past wrongs if we just ask, and if we stop acting that way.  As you spend your time 
right now from this point on, imagine your future self coming back to watch all the 
things you’re doing.  Even better, imagine God Himself seeing it all.  He’s there with 
you every step of the way, and He’s there to help you be a better person.  Your future 
may be whatever you make it, but your right now is also whatever you make it.  So 
make it a good one!

 DAY NINETEEN                                                                  TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“Zacchaeus wanted to see who Jesus was. But he was a short man. He could not see 

Jesus because of the crowd.  So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree. He 

wanted to see Jesus, who was coming that way.” Luke 19:3-4 NIRV 
 
     You don’t need a time machine to look back in history and see that one small 
action can lead to something huge.  All it takes is one split-second decision, like 
whether or not someone decides to climb a tree.  And suddenly, just like that, history 
is changed.  Time travel movies feature this sort of thing all the time.  One person 
goes back in time and stops someone from doing something or other, and the end 
result is that all history gets altered, sometimes for the good and other times not so 
much.  These events just go to show you how important our every single small action 
can be. 
     Here’s a tiny example.  There was a guy named Zacchaeus who couldn’t see over 
everyone else, because he was a bit shorter.  He knew Jesus was coming by, so what 
did he do?  He climbed a tree!  And because he climbed a tree, Jesus spotted him, 
and asked to come to stay at his house.  The end result was salvation that came to 
Zacchaeus and his family, and his name forever written in every Bible from that 
moment on. 
     Small actions can lead to big results.  You may be doing just the smallest things to 
help others or make yourself a better person, and in your mind they might not seem to 
add up to much.  But keep doing them, because God is watching.  Besides, you never 
know:  one of those small things could be the very one that changes history.

 DAY TWENTY                                                                     TIME TRAVELERS



 
 

“A person without self-control is like a city whose walls are broken through.”  
Proverbs 25:28 NIRV 
 
    I have a friend who will occasionally remind me that “If you put your mind to it, you 
can accomplish anything.”  Could that possibly apply to building a time machine?  
Well, why not!?  With enough time and God’s help you can do anything at all in life.   
     But “putting your mind to it” means a lot more than just thinking about something.  
It basically boils down to one word:  discipline.  Back in the Old West, we heard the 
words of an old lawman named Marshal Strickland who would say, “Never give ‘em an 
inch, and maintain discipline at all times.  Remember that word ‘discipline.’” 
     The marshal was on to something there.  Of course, he was talking about keeping 
unruly outlaws from taking over his town.  But you could use that same advice with 
bad habits and just being lazy too.  You’ve got to keep those bad habits from taking 
over too!  Discipline simply means getting up in the morning and telling yourself that 
today you’re going to work hard towards your goal.  Sure, there’s time to rest and play 
in there as well.  But many times there’s a temptation to skip the hard work part, and 
jump straight to the resting and playing.  The end result can be a completely wasted 
day. 
     About that time in history there was a farmer by the name of Seamus McFly.  He 
would tell you the most important part of growing a good crop is getting out there and 
working the land.  Do you think any farmer will see much of a harvest if he didn’t get 
out there, stir up the soil, plant seeds and take care of the crops as they grow each 
day?  Similarly, no one can play “Johnny B. Goode” if they only practice the guitar a 
few times.  If you’re going to succeed in life at anything, even making a flying car, it 
takes spending time working towards that goal, and yes, that takes discipline.  Don’t 
get overwhelmed.  Just remember my good friend’s words:  “If you put your mind to 
it, you can accomplish anything.”  That’s good advice. 
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“There is a time for everything.  There’s a time for everything that is done on earth.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIRV 
 
     Consider this a moment.  If you had a time machine, you could skip the waiting 
process, and jump straight to the reward!  Jumping gigawatts, wouldn’t that be 
something?  You can avoid all the time you worked so hard to save up that money, or 
you can avoid all that time you trained for something big.  You could skip school, and 
get straight to the part where you get on the bus and go home, or even head straight 
to that first day of summer break!  You can even skip waiting for your birthday and 
jump right to the part where you get presents!  Great Scott, the possibilities are 
endless! 
      But hold on a moment, because I’m about to tell you something heavy.  Our Bibles 
tell us there is a time for everything on earth.  There’s a time to plant seeds, and a 
time to harvest.  That also means there’s a time to work hard and do your homework, 
and there’s a time to celebrate how well you did on that test you just took.   
     Yes, if you had a time machine, you could skip all those times where you had to 
work.  But this problem creates a time travel paradox:  you won’t have learned 
anything or really earned anything at all!  You might have more stuff, but you won’t be 
a better person at all. 
      Many times we pray for God to answer a prayer right away, and sure enough, that 
can happen.  But there are seasons where the answer to a prayer just doesn’t happen 
right away.  The Lord tells us there is a time for everything, and there’s always a good 
reason why we might have to wait a little longer for answered prayers. 
      We might not know what that reason is, but one thing we do know is that we can 
trust in the Lord.  There is a time for everything, and His timing is perfect.  Those that 
wait upon the Lord will renew their strength, and fly as high as eagles.  Or even soar 
as high as a flying DeLorean!
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“And let us not give up meeting together. Some are in the habit of doing this. Instead, 

let us encourage one another with words of hope. Let us do this even more as you 

see Christ’s return approaching.”  
Hebrews 10:25 NIRV 
 
     Movies show all kinds of different types of time machines.  Some have a flying 
DeLorean, while others show a large mechanical steampunk chair with all kinds of 
winding gears surrounding it.  One series of movies has characters traveling through 
time in an old telephone booth, while Sherman and Mr. Peabody step into something 
called the WABAC machine to visit any time in history. There’s even one time machine 
that’s a train, and yes, of course there’s a rather famous time traveling doctor who 
likes to use a police telephone booth. 
     Despite their many different appearances, they all serve the same function:  they 
take people to certain times in history.  And you know something?  Our churches are 
similar in that way.  No church is exactly alike, certainly in appearance.  Some are 
huge, while others are smaller chapels.  Some are located in storefronts, and others 
are online only.  Still, despite their many different appearances, these churches all 
serve the same function:  to take people to certain times in history.  That happens 
when we listen to messages and sermons from scriptures and stories in our Bible.  
The Word of God was written over a span of 1,500 years! 
     There are many differences and preferences for time machines and churches.  You 
may like a giant steampunk chair, while others prefer the WABAC machine.  And in the 
same way, you may prefer one church, while others like going to another.  But 
ultimately, the important thing is not our differences as much as those things we have 
in common:  worship, prayer, and God’s Word.  Our Bibles are clear about Jesus, who 
he was, what he did for us, and how he alone is the way to salvation, just as God’s 
Word tells us many more things. 
      Your church may look more like a telephone booth than a flying DeLorean.  But as 
everyone knows, God does not look at the outside.  It’s what’s inside that matters, and 
how well it all works.  If it’s a place of worship, prayer, and God’s Word, the best thing 
to do is jump in and hang on.  That church is going places, and you’re heading for a 
remarkable adventure!
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“You don’t even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? It is a mist that 

appears for a little while. Then it disappears.  Instead, you should say, ‘If it pleases the 

Lord, we will live and do this or that.’” James 4:14-15 NIRV 
 
     No matter where you go in time, you won’t get any younger!  I’m sorry to report 
this, but your age is something that can’t change, whether you have a time machine or 
you’re just traveling backwards across all kinds of time zones.  I myself have time 
traveled to a rejuvenation clinic in the distant future and got an all-natural overhaul!  
They even took out some wrinkles, did a hair repair, changed the blood, and added a 
few extra years to my life.  But no matter what any of us do, I’m sorry to say that 
nothing can stop any of us from getting any older. 
     That’s why it’s so important to make the most out of each day you’ve been given.  
It’s an incredible gift when you think about it.  You’re given 86,400 seconds each day, 
or 1,440 minutes if you prefer that instead.  It may seem like a lot, but jumping 
gigawatts!  Those minutes and seconds do seem to go by quickly. 
     That’s why it’s best to use each one in a good way.  Sure, it’s okay to use those 
moments to work on a big project, like a time machine or something.  But the best 
way to use that time is spending it with God, or using that time to help others.  
Reading His word is never a bad thing, and praying is never something you’ll regret 
spending time on.  Going to church when you can is an excellent way to use that time, 
but so is helping others in any way you can.   
      It’s not a “time crime” if you get some rest or do something fun.  But those 
minutes and seconds will start adding up in your life.  And as I always say, your future 
is whatever you make it.  So do your best with each moment you’ve been given, and 
make it a good one!
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“When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has come. The old is gone! The new is 

here!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIRV  
 
     Probably the most famous time travel story ever is one we all hear or see each 
December.  Do you know the one I’m talking about?  It’s “A Christmas Carol,” by 
Charles Dickens.  This famous story is about Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserable man who 
travels to Christmas in the past, present and even the future.  While he’s seeing all of 
these events from the past, and all these fearful things in the future, Scrooge realizes 
he’s been focused on the wrong person his entire life.  An amazing thing happens to 
him, a real Christmas miracle. 
     Scrooge once liked the darkness, and now he dances in the light. The gift of 
Christmas can do that to a person. The gift of Jesus can change a person’s life.  
     Jesus is the Light of the World, and the reason for the season. He’s the greatest 
gift ever given, and a reminder of God’s unfailing love. Each year, we give gifts at 
Christmas time, just like Ebenezer Scrooge would do for the rest of his life. But what 
do we give to God Himself, the One who gave us so much?  
     If you’re looking for the best gift you can give, you don’t have to look too far: you 
can give yourself. God wants to have a relationship with you, and wants to be in your 
heart. 
     He’s already given you the best thing He can give. This Christmas, would you do 
the same? Some may have thought it was too late for Ebenezer Scrooge to turn from 
his wicked ways. But with God, it’s never too late.  
     Ask Jesus to forgive you for anything you’ve done that you know is wrong. Repent, 
and make a firm decision not to do it again. Let it always be said of you that you lived 
for Him, not just at Christmas, but all year round.  
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“The believers who had been scattered preached the word everywhere they went.” 
Acts 8:4 NIRV 
 
      All time machines need energy to run, whether it’s from plutonium, a massive bolt 
of lightning, or even Presto logs. 
     What’s a Presto log?  Oh, that’s just a little something I made one time to get a 
train moving as quickly as possible.  Presto logs burn hotter and longer, and they really 
got that train speeding down the tracks!  Why did I need a train?  Well, let’s just say I 
needed to use it to get our time machine moving very quickly.  It wasn’t a train robbery 
– it was a science experiment! 
     That was some time ago when we time traveled to the Old West.  We were facing 
all kinds of pressure back then, and some heavy challenges!  But all those troubles 
pushed us like a steam train to where we are now.  And I have no doubt that today 
we’re right where we need to be!  
     A steam train works by a simple concept: pressure, and lots of it. This is an overly 
simplified explanation, but regardless, the pressure builds up inside the engine and 
actually propels it forward.  
     The steam train is an astounding creation, but the concept of things moving 
because of pressure goes back some time. For example, look to the Christian church 
in the book of Acts. For a time, they made their home at the depot in Jerusalem.  
     Yet looking back just before he went up into heaven, Jesus had told his church to 
move: he told them to go throughout all the world and preach the gospel.  
     Just like with a steam train, that real movement didn’t start until there was 
pressure, and that pressure came in the form of a man named Saul.  
     He was chief among sinners, tracking down Christians and persecuting them 
wherever he could. This persecution was the worst sort of pressure imaginable, but it 
got the church really moving, spread out and scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 
For the first time, the message of the gospel was speeding forward and outward, 
leaving the Jerusalem Depot for parts unknown.  
     Though it isn’t quite like what the early church was going through, we all have felt 
pressure in our lives. Everyone experiences it. The key here is to do what the early 
Christians did: make it count. Use it to move forward, and make advances in your life.  
     Things can happen for a reason, even if they seem dreadful at the time. The 
important thing is to use every moment to give yourself momentum towards the future 
God has planned. Don’t sit there and blow up. Instead, use that pressure and choo-
choo down the tracks.  No Presto logs required!
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“So who can brag? No one! Are people saved by obeying the law? Not at all! They are 

saved because of their faith.” Romans 3:27 NIRV  
 
     As you know, I have a huge interest in anything related to time itself.  For example, 
have you ever wondered why the month of August has thirty-one days? Believe it or 
not, it used to have only thirty – and it used to be called something else.  To find out 
more about this, we took a trip back in time once again, to Ancient Rome! 
     Back then, along came a Roman ruler by the name of Augustus, who just had to 
have a month named after him because he thought he was so great. The month of 
July was named after the ruler before him, Julius, and it had thirty-one days in it. And 
rather than get stuck with a wimpy month with just thirty days, Augustus saw to it that 
there were just as many days in his month as any other.  Poor February got the short 
end of the stick, and had to give up one of its days so August could have one more.   
     As you probably figured out, this man Augustus was one of those larger-than-life 
types of people. He was best known in Rome for a period of peace that followed his 
rule. Many even declared him the “Prince of Peace,” a title he thought was pretty cool.  
     “The Prince of Peace” has a nice ring to it, huh? At this same time, he also wanted 
to have a celebration for all of Rome, which was having its 750th anniversary. There 
wasn’t enough money for the kind of party he wanted, so guess what he did? Read 
Luke, Chapter 2, for the answer: “And it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.”  
     The ultimate irony is that his decree was the very thing that caused Mary and 
Joseph to return to Bethlehem in order to be taxed. It fulfilled a prophecy spoken long 
ago, written by Micah: “Bethlehem, you might not be an important town in the nation 
of Judah. But out of you will come a ruler over Israel for me. His people will live safely. 
His greatness will reach from one end of the earth to the other. And He will bring them 
peace.”  
     Micah was talking about a humble town called Bethlehem. And he was talking 
about the real Prince of Peace, Jesus. And all because of this proclamation by the 
Roman ruler Augustus, Mary would give birth to her child in Bethlehem.  
     This would fulfill the promise of God. It was a promise about a real Prince of 
Peace, who would bring a real, lasting peace for anyone who calls upon His name. 
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“He doesn’t want anyone to be destroyed. Instead, He wants all people to turn away 

from their sins.” 2 Peter 3:9 NIRV 
 
     What is time?  The simple answer is this:  it’s how we measure how long it has 
been since one thing happened.  Or it could be how long until the next thing occurs 
too.  And time adds up, doesn’t it?  Despite our best efforts, it’s constantly moving, 
and never really stops. 
     It’s relentless that way.  It wears away at all things, and seems to have the last 
laugh on everyone.  That’s because no matter what we do, someday we’ll be gone 
from here, and time will still be sitting around, ticking away.  The clock stops for no 
one. 
     Except for God.  He controls time, moving it backwards if He wants, or sending His 
people forward for a peek at what’s to come.  Best of all, someday He’ll stop it 
completely for all of us.  He’s working on giving us all a permanent time out, a 
fantastic place called heaven. 
      We’ve said that heaven is one step away, and every tick of every clock marks the 
time that we get closer to that wonderful destination.  It’s there that time has no power, 
because no one gets sick, no one gets old, and no one will ever die.  It’s a place 
where there are no more tears, and there is no more pain.   
      Perhaps someone you know is waiting for you there right now.  That’s something 
we can look forward to, isn’t it?  The happiest reunions ever imagined will take place 
right there near the entrance of a place where all time stops.  It’s a place God 
desperately wants you to be.  He wants this so much that Jesus came here to die for 
us, and take away all those sins that would block us from getting us to heaven. 
      God doesn’t want anyone to perish.  His message of salvation is timeless.  It has 
been shared throughout history, time after time, and it’s a message for you.   
     I hope we can see each other there at the place where time stands still.  If you 
want to be there, spend some of that time you have now in the best way, reading the 
scriptures you’ll find on the next page.  Heaven is one step away!
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     Heaven is one step away!  If you want to get there, Jesus will help you.  The first 
thing to do is admit you’re not perfect. I’m not perfect, and in fact no one is!  We’ve all 
sinned. In the Bible, Paul said he was far from perfect, and told us, “It is written, ‘No 

one is right with God, no one at all.’” (Romans 3:10 NIRV)  
 
     The Bible tells us that all have sinned. That’s everyone! We’ve all done things that 
God isn’t pleased with, and found ourselves going towards a very bad future.  
The bad news is this: “When you sin, the pay you get is death.” (Romans 6:23 NIRV) 
  
     Great Scott!  Sin is the road to a bad future! In the book of Romans, Paul shows us 
God’s law. He shows us the price we have to pay when we do those things we know 
God doesn’t want. And unfortunately, it is a very high price. But here’s where things 
get better. Much better! You see, Someone else paid that price. Our Bible tells us, “But 

here is how God has shown His love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.” (Romans 5:8 NIRV)  
 
     You read that right! Someone had to pay the price for us to find our way.  His name 
is Jesus. He didn’t have to do it, but Jesus showed His love for us by paying for the 
wages of sin. He died for our sins! It’s a good thing God allows us to change 
directions! Paul told us, “We are made right with God by putting our faith in Jesus 

Christ. That happens to all who believe.” (Romans 3:22 NIRV)  
 
     Never think it is too late to turn things around. There’s still time!  God is there, 
waiting for you to change your destiny, and head His way. So set a new course, and 
make a right turn! “Say with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord.’ Believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead. Then you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9 NIRV)  
 
     It’s so simple to do. Follow Jesus, our ultimate Hero and Savior.  You’ll find 
yourself flying to a brighter new future, and a new heavenly destination!  
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It’s time to take a look back to the future!  Imagine right now that you’re 
going in your time machine to visit someone thirty years in the future:  
yourself!  Where do you think you’ll be?  What do you think you’ll be 
doing? 
 
Write below what you think the world will be like in thirty years – and what 
you’ll be doing in it! 


